
EFFICIENCY
• To date DNA-PROKIDS participating countries have analyzed over 2500 cases (Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador,
Paraguay, Peru, Bolivia in Latin America, and the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia and India in Asia).
• There are more than 4200 registered samples and compiled in databases.
• DNA analyses first and subsequent application of accompanying meta data already have helped to identify more
than 560 missing children, who have been returned to their families; and more than 250 illegal adoptions that have
been avoided.
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INTRODUCTION
Human trafficking and human exploitation are becoming one of
the main criminal problems and it is slowly becoming the most
important crime in economical terms. The estimated amount of
1.2 million children victims of trafficking every year is not only
overwhelming, but a disgrace, and efforts to fight this crime
cannot be tied to only when natural disasters occur, just because
huge disasters magnify a chronic problem. Countering trafficking
should be an ongoing legal, but more so humanitarian, effort.

Among the several tools available to fight against human
trafficking, human identification plays an important role.
The University of Granada (Spain) started in 2006 the so called
DNA-PROKIDS Program, now under development in
collaboration with the University of North Texas Health Sciences
Center. We’re supported by the Spanish Government and with
donations from different foundations, including the Life
Technologies Foundation.

Figure 1: Scheme to follow in the initiative DNA-
PROKIDS.

MISSION
1- Identify and reunify the victims with their
families.
2- Hinder human trafficking.
3- Give information about origin, routes and
crimes to police and law officers.

ASSISTANCE
From the University of Granada and the University of
North Texas Health Sciences Center we are giving
different kinds of support, depending on the country.
1. Sending to all of them “DNA collection kits”,

including all necessary tools to collect either buccal
cells or bloodstains, along with cards to write the data
of the donor after informed consent.

2. In some cases, performing DNA analysis to samples
shipped to our facilities; all samples are handled
anonymously, identified just with a bar-code and a set
of numbers and letters.

3. Travelling to visit different countries support them to
get started.

4. Giving training and support to different experts.

Figure 3: DNA-PROKIDS samples’ collection kit.

Figure 2: DNA-PROKIDS around the world. Red dots
correspond to visits to our webpage. Bigger dots are found
in countries where the initiative is running, mainly Latin
American and Asia. DNA-PROKIDS has helped and
supported up to 16 countries from Latin American and Asia
to generate two independent databases that are
automatically compared each other every time a new
profile is entered.

More data at: www.dna-prokids.org /// www.facebook.com/DNAPROKIDS
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